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᾿ ΠῚ ΡΟΜΜΛΕΥ OF THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS 


; 

β ΤῸ Tite NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ἐς JANUARY 18, 196 

| The President began his generel clscussion of policy protlema by 

_expreecing his gratitude to 2ll for thefr work during 1961, He expreesed 

| the hope that ell concerned would move pheed in the gama epirit of Ine | 

i creasing cooperation duriag 1962. ᾿ | ΝΞ ᾿ 

| The President reforred ts the Council’s rceponribility for {nteerating 

} the work of the Departments of State end Defense and the Centrel Intelligence 

Ἷ Agency, with the participation of the Treesury Department ond ΟἿΟΣ agencies ᾿ 

Ἶ when mattert of interest to them were being considered, He asked the 

{ members to cooperate in meling the Council mectings useful, and ensuring 
that decicions arising out of the Council rectings wore effectively cerricd 
out. | | | ΝΣ : 7 


| ss The Prestdent remarked that he had stated the objective of the 6 

‘United States in big State of the Union Message as being the encouragement 
of 2 world of free and independent countries. The {Independence of countzics | 
eoractimes created problems like those of Yugoslavia and Ghana, Our relao : 
tions to euch countrics could never be lee Choee of the Sovict Untontoits = | 

gatcllites. We would elxply have to live with those diffcultics. ΝΞ 


| - Marcover, we have en cnormous tee, in that our respoacibilitics : 
nre world-wide end of grcat complestty. The Erideh end the Freach, | 
formerly. world powers, are concentreting more and raore oa provlems of 
Europes, especielly as ths Common δ’ ket develops, This throws {nercceing | 
weight on us, and it is no wonder that we do not elways succeed, When you © | 

‘think oaly of our problems in Laos, Ghana, the Congo and Latin America, | 

! ss - you ean recognize the mepnitude of the imitetions upon whet a country with 

only 6% of the world's population can accomplish, i 


oem bees wae oe ὦ Mee + ees oe πππα eames me te 
. - ,.. 


7 These problems have a high degree of interrelation, in that the " 

| political and military factors tie closely together, Thus; for ex2mple, the ! 

| - eoming fight on U.S, trade policy involves military intérests very directly, | 

i If we cannot keep up our export surplus, we ghall not have the dollar exchange | 
teh which to meet our oversces military commiltinents, — We are spending = 

$3 billion a ycar abroad to meintain our international security position. We. | 
must either do a good job of selling ebroed or pull back, Our belanct of © : 


-SANITIZED ΝΠ ΈΈΈΕΕΞΕΕΕΕ 
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7 edgea of the world... The record of ths Romans made clear that thelr 


? nmnyr + 


payments position hrg mit a strain on our gold reserveo, and while we are © 
not at a point of danger, we are at 8 point of concern, If confidence in the 
dollar 6 not maintained, thoge holding dollar and gold obligations acainst 
tis could ezsily create grave difficultiics for us, <Any bank fn which confle 
dence ig weakencd faces great dangers, The over-all importance of the 
belence ef payments posliisn to our military securlty can be underctood © 
- gill mora clearly ky ποις the Eritich experience, The British pull-btack 
of forces from numerous Lasce throughout the world In the years since World — 
War I hes been very largely 8 retponse to belonce of payments difficulties, | 
We gee farther pressure of this sort causing Pritish plenners (9 undertake 
further military reductions oversees. | 


Turning to besic militery polley the Prasident remarked that we 
rolicd on our nuclear deterrent, There are a number of places where our 
strength on the ground caes not match whet the Communists cen εἰ to 
bear 


| Because 

Soviet nuclear strength is developing, ΑΞ ΩΣ placed on 

other kinds of reinforcement of our military position, | 
| In commenting os fhe neture of the Soviet threat, the Pre nident 
called attention to the January 6, 2961, epcech by Khruchchey, which he 
dcscribed as possibly one of the most import-nt speeches of the decade, 
Khrushchey hed made elear the pettern of military and peremilitary 1151. 
tration and subversion which covld be expected undar the guice of "ware of 
Ubcration," The President belicved that in rceponse we must strengthen _ 
ΟἿΣ conventional forces end our capability for military leadership in . dealing 
with that kind of war, This was a me2tter which required imaginative and | 
outstanding new efforts by ell forces, " 


| The Preetdent specifically preiced the Ciscussion of this problem 

fin the January 1962 Isgue of the Marine Corps Gazette, He fclt that all 
forcea <= Army, Marine, Alr and Navy <= must leern how to fight on the | 
SUCCELR wes dependent on their will and ability to fight succeeefully at the 
edges of their empire. wes not po clear that we were yet ins position - 
to do the Bam. | ΝΙΝ 


Morcover, there were epeelal unsolved problems. When the Chinese | 
- Get micciles end bomie and nuclear weapons, for example, whet cffect wilh Ὁ 
7 that have on our dispoeitions in Sontheast Asia? | ΕΝ | 


| " Turning to eld policy, the President emphasized that wo wanted to be 

eure to have militery ald programs and milltary ald offiecra who would be 
alert to the real problems faced in the countries ta which they were asaiorcd, 
The baste danger was usually that of sctcure from inside by Commuatst | 
forces supported by military or paramilitary efforts with!n and without, The 
Prosident bellevad that U.S, military personnel should esteblich the closast 
posrible relations with military men in ths countrics ¢o which they are ase 
_ signed so that fhere conld be mutuel trust and, ebove all, understanding of 

the rent dangers with which the military forces in that country must be pre« 
pared to cope << the dangers of gubversion and Communist insurgency 
within the country. The President belfeved in particular that mors exaphascis 
was neeced on military sosistance to Letin America. He eltcd the example 
of Preeident Eetancourt of Venezuela who needs such ascistance to safcpuard | 
his position with the military which may hold the balance of power in that 
‘The President exphasized that chiefs of U.S, military missions | 
end U.S, Military Attaches occupy extraordinarily important posiNons, such 
Ὁ. 6, officers should not act as lobbyliste ageinst Vashington by aelweys sceking 
increasing amounts of military assistance, Tho task of Ὁ, ΞΕ, military of- _ 
_ eers is to influence thelr opposite numbers, For example, in Iran we 

_ would not wich our military men encouraging the Shah of Iran ia recisting a 
cccision to reduce their armed forces to 150,000 men, We do not want cur 
milltary men making the Iraniens any more unheppy then they already ere, 


fh concluding this section of his remarks, the President emphectzod 


_ ggain the importance of cooperation amang all departments and acencies 
concerned with national security,, He thought euch cooperation had been very | 
good and he wae greteful for it,. He cited as an example the interdspartmental 
efforta to improve the eltuation in the Dominican RepubHe, "We are partners, " 
he sald, "by necessity and choice,.” " rs ΝΕ 


«Sng brief response, the Seerctary of State exprosesd the gratitude 
. Of ell present for the chance to serve under the President in working on thess 


- greatissues. The Scerctery noted the surging thrust of nationaliam thronghe | 


τος ΟΥξ the world and expressed his belicf thet {t was proving ἃ tough and resize 
_ fant force agcinst Communist imperialion,. He noted in particular the . 
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" 


| President's policy of understanding and eupport for free and Independent : 
neHons in all continents, and he caid that ell would wish to commit themselves 
efreeh to the cervice of the Administration in fhese purposes. | 


‘The Precident then spoke about the following epecific itema: 


Wert Irien, The areais a most unsuitable one for a war in which the 
United States would be Involved. Yre would not wish to humiliate the Dutch, 
tut on the other Land it would be foolish to have a contest when ths Dutch 
really do want to get out ἃ dignified method can be ford, We should Yecoge 
nize that this territory was likely eventually to go to Indonesia, even though 
we Ourselves might dzeply dislike Sukarno as anindividaaL The real steke 
here was not West Irian but the fate of Indonesia, the most rich end pspulous _ 
country in the rea and one which was the target of energetically pureced ΝΣ 
Soviet ambitions. | | ΝΣ 


Vict-Nam, A really tough case in which the iramsdiate problera! is 
how to cut off a Communist supply Mne, and in which he knew thore was 
intense and cooperative effort by the departments concerned, : 


— Leote A protien on which there might be serious disagreement. 7 
Afte? careful weighing of the risks aud en examination of the supply protlem, | 
whore thers was no sc2p0-%, we have decided to disengage -- to move toward | 
2 solution in terma of a neutral and indcpendent Laos, We are continuing | 
fn this direcHos, and we hope that Governor Harriman, who is vorking on 


| this problem. will be able to work out en effective solution, oT 


| Cuba, We hope that Castro: can be effectively isolated ot the 
coming mec mecting at Punta del Este, but we expect this to continue to be a 
very large problem on which further action might be necessary, The time — 
hase not yot come when we must force a solution to the Cuben problem | 


Berlin, There had been no progrese in fhe negotiation up to this | 
point, if that situetion persisted, the Soviets could be expected to proceed ~ 
with a separate peace treaty and there might be a direct test of nerves in 
the Sorings At ench a polint the responsibility on the military would be ine | 
creasingly great. Ve have to control the developing cituation from Washington 
anda heavy responsibility would rest on the Prealdent, the Sccretarlesof _ 


—_- ~~ 
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Ν _ Gate end DefLernsc, asd the military commanders./ 


The Fresident then turned to the subject οὗ relations with the prese,. 
Hie thought there were Sill too many stories appearing which should not 
hove been given to repartersz, We do better then others, and the Presidsnt 
referred epscifically te Bona and Paris 85 the worst offcnéers. Eut we 
should improve our own security, We ougat nc$ to circulate importoat 
papere and cables ine casual ways We ought to be sure thet mattsrs on 
‘which there may ke differences ἐπ the Goverrment are not mads public if 
we can avoid it, The President beloved that there had been fewer Inter . 
agency struggles end squabbles in this Administration then in eny of which 
he was ewsre in recenttimes. He hoped that tile good record could be 
malnteined end improved, ΝΗ a | | 


| Finally, in remarks that were actually given at the opening of the 
τ geeond pert of the mecting, the President stated that there were sila 
‘number of problems oa which study, recommendstlon and decision took too 
long, He noted in particular the case of policy toward Yugoslavia, Recom- 
mendetions had been requested ef an NSC meeting three months before, 
and fhe motte> had come to him for decision only this week, Yetifwas not — 
thet difficult, and the solution was a reletively simple compromise. The 
| Preeident tnstructed his own etaff and the departments concerned to avoid | 
© guch delcys in the fuhire. _ ΝΞ ΟΡ | " 
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